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   The question is if there is a advantage to us-
ing ultra violet or glow 
colored baits through the 
ice and in open waters.  
I have been experiment-
ing with this over the 
last few years when 
fishing for lake trout, 
browns, and rainbows.
    Lets start with the 
brown trout.  I have not 
noticed a big differ-
ence in the color of the 
lure or jig when fishing 
for browns through the 
ice.  I have noticed that UV lures will give you 
a slight advantage when open water fishing for 
Browns on cloudy days. In my experience,  the 
size  and action you put on the lure is more 
important than the color. Brown trout can be 
very aggressive and will hit baits that are much 
larger than you would expect. They seem to like 
baits that present erratic action.  Pausing the 
lure or jig is when they seem to strike the most. 
    I did see a big difference when fishing for 
rainbow trout through the ice over 10 feet deep.  
The glow/UV lures and jigs produce consider-
ably better than traditional colors. There was 
little difference when shallower water less then 

10 feet, and no difference when fishing  in open 
water.  My conclusion is that there 
is more light above the 10 feet 
mark through the ice which al-
lows the fish to see the traditional 
baits just as well as the glow/UV 
baits.  Below 10 feet, the glow/
UV baits produced 53% more 
fish.
    I fished at a number of dif-
ferent depths for the lake trout 
study in open water and through 
the ice.   There was no compari-
son between the two baits.  The 
glow/UV baits outperformed the 

traditional colors in 20 feet or more of water.  
They produced 73% more fish!  The only time 
the traditional baits worked as well was the 
brief  time in the spring when the lake trout are 
found between 5-20 feet deep.   
   I have noticed a huge increase in the produc-
tion of glow/UV baits over the past few years, 
and for good reason.  These baits perform better 
on cloudy days, through the ice,  and in deeper 
water. They perform as well as traditional col-
ors in shallow waters.  
    The color spectrum of flow/UV baits con-
tinues to grow along with their production and 
popularity among anglers.

Glow/UV baits vs Traditional colors
By Jim Gasner - Rocky Mountain Outfitters

Bait & Tackle
Gloves & Hats

& Hand Warmers!

Mark Your Calendars!

The 2017 issue of the Ice Fishing Grand 
County, was published by The Boardwalk

@ 928 Grand Ave., #205 
PO Box 1862

Grand Lake Colorado, 80447 
970-485-2369 

 julie@theboardwalknews.com

Good luck to all 
fisherman 

this Ice Fishing Contest 
season!
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    DJ Williams, a disabled 
veteran, created DX Lures, a 
Colorado based custom lure 
company, in 2010 to teach vet-
erans how to airbrush their own 
custom baits. As of last year, 
the DX Lures Flutter Spoons 
and custom painted baits have 
become so popular during the 
Tightline Outdoors Ice Addiction Tournaments 
that we had to bring on a business partner, Tra-
vis Rohrich. Travis is an avid fisherman and a 
great custom lure air brusher. 
   The flutter spoons are 1/4 oz. and are a cross 
between a Kastmaster and a Tasmanian devil 
on steroids. Since each lure is hand painted, no 
two are exactly the same, but very close.  We 
use only the highest quality paints, covered with 
clear epoxy finish, and use high quality Lazer 
Sharp Hooks to ensure a long lasting lure that 
will catch many fish and look great doing it. 
Some of our lure patterns include a glitter finish 
that adds a bit more realism when the fish are 
being finicky.  Last year ice fishing we were 
catching Lakers in 100 feet of water with the 
Flutter Spoons. They work just as well open 

water casting or jigging. They can 
also be used very successfully in 
the rivers. This year for ice sea-
son, we added a new line to our 
Flutter Spoons called “DX Glow 
Eyes Flutter Spoons”. They come 
in multiple paint schemes with the 
addition of whole body Green or 
Blue glow that will glow up to 12 

hrs. The other unique feature is the glow ring 
around the eye. If you set them in the sun for 15 
minutes, the eyes will glow up to 24 hours. The 
Flutter Spoons have produced everything from 
Trout, Catfish, Yellow Perch, Bass, Walleye 
and Lake Trout in Colorado, Northern Pike and 
Yellow Perch in Minnesota as well as other spe-
cies in states across America and Canada. They 
also produce well by tipping with wax worms 
for trout and perch, minnows or minnow heads 
for walleye or even a piece of sucker meat for 
Lakers. 
   We have a Colorado Ice Fishing Team, DX 
Pro Staff and DX Representatives. You can 
contact them anytime to ask questions about 
different techniques or just how to use our lures. 
They consist of DJ Williams, Travis Rohrich, 

John Schneider, Dustin Williams, Shawn Buck-
endahl, Lonnie Groom, Robert Buster and Steve 
Binger. You can “LIKE” us on Facebook and 
follow everything we are doing or ask us ques-
tions about our DX line of lures. Or if you see 
us out in our jerseys out on the ice, we welcome 
you to come up and talk ice fishing. We are 
a custom lure company so if you have some-
thing that you want custom painted just contact 
us and we will be happy to paint up any colors 
pattern you want. 
    From all of us at DX Lures thanks for sup-
porting a veteran owned local Colorado com-
pany. Tightlines......

DX Lures, based in Colorado



January  27, 28, 29
2017

Enjoy the growing sport of ice fishing! experience 
beautiful Lake Granby, Shadow Mountain Lake & 
Grand Lakes!

Adult entries are $35 for 1 day, $45 for 2 days and $50 for all three days. Entries 

Granby:

Lake Granby:

Grand Lake:

Over $18k in 
cash prizes

$4k in Door Prizes

Tagged Fish Contest
$1,000 prize for caught 

fish

Kid Prizes & Kid Zone

Entry includes chance 
to win ice fishing gear

Call us to Join In

Enter Today

Like our Tournament!
“3 Lakes Ice Fishing Contest”
Leaderboards posted hourly
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Our tournament has been going strong since 
1989!!
We are one of the longest running and most 
popular ice fishing contests in Colorado.
We have had over 20,000 seasoned to be-
ginner anglers compete in our contest in the 
past 17 years.
On average, 10% of our participants are 
children under the age of 17.
We are now seeing 3 generations of families 
join us to share their love of fishing andthe 
outdoors. The grandkids make this event 
extraordinary!

•

•

•

•

•

Anglers visit from all over the Midwest 
including: Colorado, Arizona, California, 
Nebraska, Texas, Oklahoma, Utah, Iowa, 
Montana and Wyoming.
In 2016: 89% of our anglers were from out-
side the Grand County area.
In the past 16 years, we have given out over 
$315,000 in cash and prizes.
For our 2016 tournament, contestants vied 
for over $26000 in cash and prizes.
We hosted 1000+ anglers and weighed over 
400 fish at the weigh station.
Over the course of the 3 day tournament, we 

•

•

•

•

•

•

give out 66 adults’ prizes, 36 kids’ prizes, 
plus door prizes each evening. Our prizes 
are valued at $5000/year.
For the past two years, our internet web 
statistics showed on Fish Explorer alone:
Over 737,000 impressions, over 6700 scans, 
and a click-through rate of 0.31% (Note: 
over 0.1% is considered outstanding!)
Over 3 million impressions and over 3800 
click-throughs on other banner ads placed.
Over 130,000 page views on our website

•

•

•

•
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Ice fi shing supplies, fi shing licenses, 
and unique Grand County gifts to bring home!

TIGHT LINES FISHERMEN!

More Than a Hardware Store!
Open 7 days a week - Mon-Sat 8-6 & Sundays 9-5

Come see us on your way to the Lakes!
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To Winter Park

Stoplight

Town of 
Granby

City Market

Highlights from Granby’s Annual 3 Lakes Ice Fishing Tournament
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20th ANNUAL WOLFORD ICE FISHING CONTEST
By Shelly McManus, Executive Director, 
Kremmling Area Chamber of Commerce

   The 20th Annual Wolford Ice Fishing Contest 
is right around the corner.  Please mark your 
calendars for Saturday, February 18th from 
7 a.m. – 3 p.m., or you can register online at 
www.kremmlingchamber.com.   Another option 
is to like our new Wolford Reservoir Ice Fishing 
Contest Facebook page.  You can also register 
here, purchase raffle tickets, receive updates, 
share pictures, and tell fish stories!  We are try-
ing to streamline the registration process this 
year so people don’t have to rush to get here or 
stand in lines.
   As always, the awards ceremony is held at 
4 p.m. following the end of the tournament at 
Town Square in Kremmling.  The winners of 
the adult division, and kids division are an-
nounced, as well as the winners of raffle and 
door prizes.  You definitely don’t want to miss 
this!
   Although this tournament is only one day, 
it has maintained its popularity over the years 
with generations of fisherman from near and 
far.  The Wolford Ice Fishing Tournament 
has proved to be the largest fundraiser for the 
Kremmling Chamber, and we want to ensure 
that the 20th Annual will be one of the biggest 
and best in our history.  We are working dili-
gently with sponsors and local businesses to 
provide awesome state of the art raffle prizes 

and door prizes. Prizes will include an ice fish-
ing shelter, an electric ice auger, and other ice 
fishing gear and swag.
   We will continue to have the $10,000 tagged 
fish contest sponsored by Blue Valley Ranch, a 
local conservatory for wildlife and agriculture. 
The runner up tagged fish contest is co-spon-
sored by the Rocky Mountain Bar and Grill and 
Alpine Motor Sports.
   Over $5,000 will be awarded to the top ten 
placers in the Adult big fish category, which is 
measured by length and girth.  The top ten kids 
will receive trophies to commemorate their win.
   As I’ve talked to participants of our tourna-
ment I’ve discovered a couple tidbits of infor-
mation.  The first thing is that people look for-
ward to our ice fishing tournament and regard 
it as one of the best run contests in Colorado.  
The second thing is that they love this tourna-
ment because they are usually allowed to drive 
on the ice (weather permitting).  The third thing 
I’ve observed is the camaraderie of ice fisher 
people.  They show up in well organized posses 
of friends and family members, traveling from 
all over the state and neighboring states.  This is 
a tradition that’s passed down from generation 
to generation, and covers all demographics.
   Last year was my first time organizing this 
event, and the contestants earned my admira-

tion immediately.  They relish getting up at 4 
a.m. in the morning, donning layers of gear, and 
heading out to the ice with their favorite fishing 
buddy’s before the sun rises.
   Although there is no guarantee of catching 
anything, they are willing to brave all the ele-
ments for the possibility of landing the “big 
one” and having bragging rights, or in this case, 
winning the prize money.  Their enthusiasm 
and smiles are contagious, especially when you 
see older generations bringing in the younger 
generations with their “catch” to be measured.  
It’s fun to watch a family tradition being passed 
on and be a part of it.
   If you are heading to Kremmling for the 
Wolford Ice Fishing Contest, I encourage you 
to extend your stay for a day or two and explore 
Kremmling and the surrounding areas.  Why 
not try snowmobiling in world class powder or 
snowtubing.  For a more serene adventure try 
snowshoeing or Nordic skiing.  We are also one 
hour from many world class ski resorts.  End 
your winter adventure by soaking in a relaxing 
hot springs, grabbing a bite to eat, and enjoy-
ing a beverage of your choice.  Come see why 
Kremmling truly is untapped, untamed.  

If you need more information contact the Krem-
mling Chamber at 970-724-3472.

We are located at 843 W Agate Ave. ( Hwy 40 ) Granby,  CO  80446 
Just past ACE Hardware before Hwy 34.

 Open Tues - Sunday 6am to 5pm
Monday 6am to 12noon 

970-557-3023   Visit our Facebook Page and give us a "Like

Granby Colorado's premier fishing 
bait and tackle dealer. 

Proudly providing Granby, Grand Lake 
and the entire Grand County area 

with the largest selection of fishing 
equipment, baits and fishing tackle. 

We carry just the right gear for every 
angler for any season.  

Granby Bait N Tackle can fulfill your 
fishing needs.

Let's catch some fish!      
We also have rental equipment  

for all seasons 
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Lone 
Eagle 
Lodge
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   Some people complain about the length of 
winters in Colorado.  Not ice fisherman.  They 
are just fine with five months of frozen water.  
After all, ice fishing trips allow participants to 
spend time immersed in the natural world to 
fish, enjoy friends, and to fulfill one’s predatory 
instincts.If you are heading out on the ice this 
winter, consider these strategies to help make 
your outings successful ones. 
   GEAR INSPECTION: Most anglers are 
diligent about checking their gear prior to the 
season’s first trip, but it is just as important 
to check gear prior to every outing.  After all, 
things are not always packed away properly 
when gear is picked up at sunset on a cold win-
ter’s day.  Any time fishing can result in frayed 
or knotted lines,  dulled hooks, misplaced items, 
or malfunctioning equipment. Gear preparation 
is more comfortably done in the home than on 
the  ice.  Equipment inspection and mainte-
nance lends itself to more enjoyable and more 
productive outings. 
  KNOW WHERE YOU ARE AT:  Familiar-
ity with a body of water typically translates to 
improved catches.  Fishing winter destinations 
during the open-water season is an excellent 
way to learn about water depths, weed edges, 
fish-holding structures, etc.  When planning to 
fish unfamiliar waters, a good starting point is 

to acquire a chart of those waters. Some internet 
sites can provide helpful hints, and be sure to 
check with local bait shops as they have the lat-
est available information on fishing conditions. 
Once on the ice, study the shoreline topography 
and use a fish finder to determine water depths 
and bottom contents.  Of course, electronics are 
an invaluable tool when fishing unfamiliar loca-
tions.  Also, don’t be afraid to approach other 
anglers as ice fishing is a social activity, and 
anglers are generally very accommodating in 
sharing helpful information. 
   WHEN TO FISH:  Some ice fishing times 
are definitely better than others, and two prime 
times are early ice and late ice as fish are more 
active at these times than they are during mid-
winter. Weekdays see less human activity than 
weekends so weekdays allow for greater choice 
in selecting a set-up spot and for angler mobil-
ity if the initial location doesn’t produce. Fish, 
especially the larger predators, are most active 
in the early-morning and late-afternoon hours 
so consider arriving early and staying late.  
Also, milder days are not only more comfort-
able for anglers, such days typically see in-
creased fish activity. 
   ELECTRONICS:  Modern electronics, though 
not necessary, facilitate activity and mobility 
as these devices reveal underwater structure 

as well as fish presence, both of which give an 
angler the confidence to work a particular area.  
Sonar units and underwater cameras can also 
reveal a lack of structure or absence of fish, and 
this tells the angler it’s time to change areas. 
   ACTIVE ANGLING: At the start of the day 
active anglers auger two dozen or so holes.  
Fishing rigs are moved from hole to hole de-
pending on productivity.   If an area remains 
fairly inactive, fisherman should pick up and 
move to another location.  Continue that pro-
cess until satisfactory action is encountered or 
you run out of daylight or enthusiasm.  Active 
angling means drilling new holes, keeping holes 
ice free, checking tip-ups regularly, revisiting 
abandoned holes.  Setting up different baits  at 
differing depths with varying  lures, colors, 
baits, and scents, when jigging will help ensure 
the best day of fishing possible.

Hard Water Fishing 
by Jim Gasner-Rocky Mountain Outfitters
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 A 10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD!

Located on the trailhead!

   Tracey Williams, of Grand Lake notoriety, 
suggested I write an article about Larry the 
Laker. Given her insomnia, she can be a little 
sketchy about reality, so I was a tad skeptical as 
she explained how Larry is a four-foot trout that 
rules Grand Lake. And, this fish is something 
akin to Moby Dick because untold numbers of 
frustrated sports fishermen have been unable 
to catch him. I had to get to the bottom of this 
seemingly fantastical story so I went to the best 
source for local fish lore: Jim Gasner, owner of 
Rocky Mountain Outfitters. 
   Jim confirmed Tracey’s story (I wasn’t sur-
prised. Honest). Larry the Laker is a mackinaw, 
which is another name for a lake trout. When I 
asked about its size, Jim explained, “No angler 
has ever landed Larry, so no exact lengths can 
be determined. The very few that have hooked 
him and seen him surface say he is much larger 
than any lake trout caught.” (Is this sounding 
a bit like the elusive Loch Ness monster?) Jim 
added, “Although he has been hooked a time or 
two, even broke a net, no fisherman has been 
able get him on the boat.” Not that I’m a doubt-
er, but all good journalists fact-check.   
   According to the truths of the Internet, the 

largest lake trout ever recorded weighed 102 
pounds and was caught in a gill net from Lake 
Athabasca, Saskatchewan in 1961. The Interna-
tional Game Fish Association All-Tackle record 
is a 72.0 pound lake trout from Great Bear 
Lake, Northwest Territories, Canada in 1995. 
And, according to Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
the Colorado record for mackinaw (not-catch-
and-release) is 45.24 inches and 50.35 pounds 
from Blue Mesa Reservoir in Gunnison County 
back in 2007. Admittedly, Larry could be four 

feet long.
   Mackinaw are slow growing; it takes ten 
years to grow a five-pound fish. The size of a 
fish’s scales increase as it ages, which is how 
fish experts—ichthyologists—usually gauge 
their age. Since mackinaw have small scales, 

their age has been underestimated for years. 
Today, they take a section of the otolith (inner 
ear bone) and count the rings, like the rings of 
a tree. This, unfortunately, can only be done if 
they’re dead. Given that option, I’d rather keep 
Larry’s true age a mystery, although mackinaw 
are considered the “poor man’s lobster.”
   Mackinaw prefer deep, clear water with aver-
age water temperatures of 50 degrees, and will 
die when it’s over 75 degrees. They’re com-
monly found at depths between 50 and 150 
feet, and will feed on most anything, including 
fish up to a third of their size. BTW, “laker” 
is another name for mackinaw. (Did you ever 
wonder how the Los Angeles Lakers got their 
name? Hint: they were originally the Minne-
apolis Lakers, an area known for its deep, cold 
waters.) 
   Jim Gasner vows, “Someday I will catch our 
lake monster, snap a photo and return him for 
the next generation to catch!” To see photos of 
some of the largest fish caught around here, go 
to www.larrythelaker.com. So, I contritely end 
with a quote found in Moby Dick: “Let faith 
oust fact; let fancy oust memory; I look deep 
down and do believe.”

Grand Lake’s Not-So-Mythical Monster
   by Stephanie Kroepfl     Originally Publishing in The Boardwalk May 2016



   As a fishing guide, I get to meet a lot of great 
people and watch some incredible events (fish 
stories) take place!  About five years ago, a 
very nice fella from New Mexico called me up 
and wanted to try ice fishing for the first time.  
His name was Tommy and Tommy has to be 
one of the most respectful, generous, polite 
clients I’ve ever met.  I took him on his first 
ice fishing excursion and he caught a variety of 
fish, albeit most them smaller.  He had such a 
good time, he called to come back the follow-
ing year, but this time he booked two different 
trips.  On the second trip, we focused on chas-
ing trophy lake trout.  Trophy lake trout fishing 
requires a lot of patients and the guts to go big 
or go home.  You may not hook a fish or you 
may catch the biggest fish of your life!
Tommy learned a lot that day and hooked and 
landed his first “big” fish through the ice.  It 
was a lake trout around six pounds.  A fish of 
that size can be considered a “small” lake trout 
or the “biggest” fish you have ever caught 
through the ice, but it is all in the eye of the 
beholder.  For Tommy, it planted a seed.  The 
same seed was planted in me seven years prior 
when I caught my first “big” lake trout.  Some 
refer to it as “mack” fever or the intense pas-
sion/addiction to chasing trophy lake trout.  
That seed started to grow and the following 
year, Tommy booked two more trips and this 
time he brought two friends.  These friends had 
a great time catching numbers of fish and de-
cided to come with Tommy again the following 
year, which brings us to February of 2016. 
The dilemma Tommy and his friends always 
run into is whether to chase quantity (num-
bers of smaller fish) or quality (the shot at a 
trophy).   On this particular day, we started off 
chasing the big, trophy lake trout.  However, 
we weren’t having much luck so Tommy’s 
friends asked if I could set them up for more 
action chasing rainbows and browns in the 
shallows.  After doing so, Tommy and I de-
cided to do a little exploring in an area that 
had recently froze thick enough to be safe.  We 
took the snowmobile across the lake and got set 
up.  This move paid off as we instantly started 
to see some big fish come in and check out 
our baits.   After about 30 minutes, we could 

see Tommy’s friends on the other snowmobile 
making the 10 minute drive to our location.  
Then it happened; a big mark came in on 
Tommy’s fish finder and acted very excited 
to see hit bait!  Tommy worked his bait very 
meticulously and after about forty-five seconds, 
he triggered a bite and set the hook!  His rod 
loaded up and we both knew that it was a very 
big fish, but we didn’t exactly how big.  Tom-
my fought the fish for about five minutes when 
his friends arrived from their trek across the 
ice.  As they walked up and could see Tommy 
hooked up, Nick said “is it a big one?”  Tommy 
replied that it was and insisted that Nick take 
the rod and fight the fish in since he had never 
caught a trophy lake trout.  After a little con-
vincing, Nick took the rod and fight was on!  
This fish locked on to the bottom and didn’t 
want to come off!  As it approached the hole, 
we could tell that it was a very large lake trout.  
It was a very cold day so we got a pop up hut 
all set up near the hole so that we could mea-
sure, weigh, and take pictures without endan-
gering the fish’s gills or eyes.  Finally, after 40 
minutes the fish was tired and I got a hand in its 
mouth.  As I pulled it out of the hole, Tommy, 
his friends, and myself all gasped at the length 
and girth of this fish!  We quickly got the hook 
and out and put it in the hut.  It measured 44” 
long with a 27” girth and was one of the most 
beautiful fish that I’ve seen come out of Blue 
Mesa!  After a few pictures, we let this gi-
ant go to grow and hopefully one day make a 
special memory for somebody else.  Nick was 
extremely thankful to Tommy for being so 
generous and Tommy was smiling just as if he 
had caught the fish himself!  It was a special, 
unselfish moment that I will never forget and 
the legend lives on with the release of Tommy’s 
giant fish.

A generous client, hands off a GIANT!
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By Robby Richardson

Ride your snomobile!
We are located on the 

trail!

Located at the east end of the board-
walk, a stone’s throw from the lake.
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First ice is a magical time to pursue many 
species of gamefish, and members of the trout 
family are no exception. Just ask veteran trout 
and salmon guide Bernie Keefe, who plies the 
high-country lakes around Granby, Colorado.
“Rainbows, brookies and browns are all hungry 
right now,” he says. “The spawn is over and 
trout are feeding up before the winter crunch 
settles in.”
As a bonus, a lack of fishing pressure in re-
cent months often has trout at ease. “Nobody’s 
fished them for awhile, so they’re ‘dumbed 
down’ a little bit compared to the rest of the 
year,” he laughs.
Keefe targets skinny water in early winter, 
where trout pursue crayfish, baitfish and other 
sizeable sources of sustenance. “They eat in-
sects, too, of course,” he concedes. “But trout 
have big appetites this time of year and prefer 
larger forage when they can get it.”
He focuses on depths of four to seven feet, 
especially where bottom transitions sweeten the 
pot. “Changes from rock to sand or muck can 
be trout magnets,” he offers. “And green weeds 
can be a plus where available.”
On the flip side, vertical inclines are out. “For-
get steep drop-offs,” he says. “Gentle slopes 
and flats in the backs of bays or alongside 
points are ideal.”
When he finds a promising fishing area, Keefe 
quickly pops a trio of holes and sets up shop. 
“I drill two holes 30 inches apart, which allow 
me to fish two lines,” he explains. “Then I add 
a third hole in between, so I can sight-fish both 
outer holes simultaneously.”
To maximize comfort and manual dexterity 
while fishing, he pops a Clam portable shelter 
over the work zone and fires up a Mr. Heater to 
ward off the chill. “I like fishing without gloves 

for better feel, as well as the ability to 
quickly unhook fish, rebait hooks and 
retie lines,” he says.
In one hole, Keefe drops a flashy at-
tractor lure like an 1/8-ounce Clam 
Leech Flutter Spoon. In the other, he 
deploys a more subtle presentation, 
such as Clam’s tungsten Caviar Drop 
Jig. Spoons are often fished without 
tippings, but traditional jigs are tricked 
out with a small soft-plastic or live bait 
dressing. “Berkley Gulp! and Maki 
Plastics work very well,” he says. 
“Mealworms and waxies are always 
good choices if you like live bait.”
Spoons are fished with flair. “Give 
the spoon a 6- to 8-inch lift, then let it 
flutter back down,” he says. “Dance it 
in place, pause and repeat the process. 
When you see a trout rush in, kill the 
theatrics. Most fish prefer to crush it on 
the pause.”
Keefe cautions to keep your spoon performanc-
es well grounded. “You don’t have to pound the 
rocks or stir the mud, but always keep the spoon 
within a foot of the bottom,” he says.
Jigs are fished with a slower hand, tighter to 
bottom. “Jigs like the Caviar Drop Jig imitate 
fish eggs, which don’t jump around a whole 
lot,” he says. “But you have to add a little 
movement to get trout’s attention. I favor slow, 
methodical, 1-inch lift-and-drops, but nervous 
shakes also have their moments. With either 
approach, keep the jig within an inch of the bot-
tom.” 
Whether jigging or spooning, Keefe wields a 
28-inch, medium-light Jason Mitchell Meat 
Stick ice rod, which he says offers a great bal-
ance between strength and sensitivity. “The 

high-vis tip also makes it easy to see light bites 
when you can’t see the lure,” he adds, noting 
that 4-pound Berkley Trilene 100 Percent Fluo-
rocarbon is his line of choice.
Since trout are on the bite, Keefe rarely lingers 
in an unproductive area. “If you don’t get bit 
within 10 minutes, move,” he says.
Most days, the bulk of the action comes early 
in the day. “Under clear skies, it’s usually over 
by the time the sun hits the ice,” he says. “But 
it’s a great way to spend a morning. And cloudy 
conditions can prolong the action until noon or 
later.”
Keefe says the first-ice flurry usually lasts 
around three to four weeks, depending on fish-
ing pressure. “When crowds move in, trout slide 
out to deeper haunts,” he says. “They’re still 
catchable, but the early season magic is over for 
another winter.”

First Ice Trout Fishing With Bernie
www.fishingwithbernie.com

970-531-2318

Bernie & Leesa Keefe
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The first tip is a golden rule of ice fishing, 
especially during early and late ice: Never 
go fishing alone on the ice. It is a lot easier 
for a buddy to help get you back to a ve-
hicle, rescue you from the ice, or call for 
help if they are present to do so. In a worst 
case scenario they can also save your life by 
warming you up. Also let your friends and 
family know where you are going and what 
time to expect you back. Communication 
plays an important role in ice safety as well.
Always have a flotation device of some 
kind and rope.  Wearing a life jacket might 
look silly, but if you fall through the ice it 
will help you regain your bearings after the 
initial shock of falling through the ice, and 
aide you in getting back above the ice. Hav-

1.

2.

ing a rope attached can also be a life saver 
if you go under the ice and cannot locate the 
original spot you fell through. Your fishing 
buddy can assist in pulling you back up and 
out of the hole. Many companies who sell 
Ice Fishing Suits now have flotation built 
into the suits, and Frabill’s new I-Float suit 
is actually the only ice fishing suit that is a 
Coast Guard Certified flotation device.
Ice Picks.   Ice picks are crucial for getting 
back out of the water and on top the ice, as 
they help you gain traction while pulling 
yourself out of the hole.
An Ice Chisel will also help prevent you 
from falling through the ice and having to 
use the previous 2. Every couple of feet 
make sure to firmly check the ice with the 
chisel. Most chisel heads are about 3-4 
inches in length so if it goes through, you 
know to turn around and follow your steps 
back to shore. 
If you fall through it is very important when 
trying to get back on top of the ice that you 
find your tracks and where you initially fell 
through. Most of the time the ice up to the 
point where you fell through, you know is 
safe enough for you to attempt to get out of 
the water and walk back to shore. Taking a 
new path out of the water and back to shore 
raises the risk of you falling through again.
Know your ice color meanings. This is one 
of many variables on determining safe ice. 
An example would be ice of any color sub-
jected to a running water force underneath 
will be weaker than ice not subject to that 

3.

4.

5.

6.

pressure. In general, you can use the follow-
ing from ice colors:
Light gray to dark black - Melting ice, oc-
curs even if air temperature is below 32°F. 
Not safe, is weak ice...STAY OFF!
White to Opaque - Water-saturated snow 
freezes on top of ice forming another thin 
ice layer. Most times it’s weak due to being 
porous from air pockets--later in the year is 
generally safe, but early ice beware!
Blue to Clear - High density, very strong, 
safest ice to be on if thick enough, stay off if 
less than 4 inches thick.
 Mottled and slushy or “rotten” ice - not so 
much its color but its texture. This ice is 
thawing and slushy. It is deceptive - it may 
seem thick at the top but it is rotting away at 
the center and base. This ice is referred to as 
“Late Ice”, and shows signs of dirt, pores, 
etc from thawing. 

 

•

•

•

•

Early Ice Safety By Shane Debois

www. loneeaglelodge.com

712 - 720 Grand Ave.
Grand Lake, CO 80447

   Ice Fishing!  I would like to throw a bit of caution out there as we rush onto newly frozen bodies of water. PLEASE, PLEASE BE SAFE, and use 
common sense. A fish is not worth falling through the ice, and ruining a great family weekend because of one bone-headed move.  Most lakes that 
have just froze over are well over 10,000 feet and still have open/sketchy spots along the shore line as the sun still has some power during the day.  
Most have just 2-4 inches of ice which can easily be affected by warming temperatures.



            

   It’s that time of year where people reflect and 
make their New Year’s resolutions. I, like many 
others also reflect on the past year. As a fish-
ing guide and professional angler we always 
have the stories of the one that got away or 
the one we missed. On top of that as a tourna-
ment manager we see many different situations 
and talk to many anglers that are fishing and 
extremely tough circumstances.  When I put 
all this together the major thing I think about 
is opportunity. So many of us are approached 
and presented with a lot of opportunities and 
so many of us miss the chance to capitalize on 
these opportunities. 
   I have been fortunate enough to fish and/or 
know many of the great anglers in the industry. 
There’s no doubt some of these anglers flat out 
have a special gift, but majority of the anglers 
train hard and excel at execution.  When I think 
of many of the top finishing tournament con-
testants and the people that we know as the best 
anglers in the world, in my opinion, did not 
start with a physical gift, but instead, they sim-
ply make the most of every opportunity.  This is 
what we see as an exceptional angler. 
   I started thinking about this subject and study-

ing this phenomenon a few years ago. Like 
most anglers when I miss a bite and/or lose a 
fish I generally shake it off and move on.  I 
rarely, at the end of the day, think about those 
bites. But as a tournament angler and somebody 
striving to be better I started counting these 
opportunities and on my average day of fishing, 
regardless of species, I make the most of about 
60% of my opportunities. When I say these 
numbers I’m meaning turning a strike into a 
landed fish. When I counted the same numbers 
with the average angler it’s astonishing that that 
number is more like 30% to possibly 40%. 
    Then you talk to some of the top tournament 
pros in the country and they are in the high 80s 
and low 90% opportunity range. And again not 
they have a different skill set but they make the 
most of every opportunity which makes them 
great anglers.
   I am the owner of the Ice Addiction tourna-
ment series which is a large ice fishing tourna-
ment that will have up to 1,000 anglers at some 
events. Many times I will walk around and talk 
to anglers and many of these people will never 
catch a fish at an event but majority of them 
will have strikes and opportunities in which 
they’ve missed.  
   So that leads me to this, what is your num-
ber? I encourage everybody to take a dry erase 
marker or a clicker to count swings and count 
every bite and opportunity verses every fish 
landed and try to figure out your success rate. 
Without learning new skills or investing in new 
equipment simply being more efficient with the 
opportunities you have will dramatically in-
crease your catch rate on more and bigger fish, 
I promise! 

   Whether it’s always being alert, being faster 
on hook sets, paying more attention or even the 
way you hold the rod, by working on the small 
skills and learning to be more efficient will cre-
ate large jumps in success.  
   So next time you’re out on the water think 
about the small things and be ready to make the 
most of every opportunity and you will catch 
more fish!
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It’s that time of year again... by Nate Zelinsky



Ice Addiction 2017
Welcome to Season 4 of Tightline Outdoors’ Ice Addiction Tourna-
ment Series! This year we are offering 4 events including 1 in Utah. 
And the best part is, we are giving the 1st place winner at each of 
the 4 events a 2017 Polaris Sportsman 450 4×4 ATV from Sun En-
terprises! Over $15K in cash and prizes will be given away at every 
event. It is only $40 to enter. No gimmicks! The single heaviest fish 
wins. Period.

The Ice Addiction Tournament Series is one of the most exciting 
events to take place in the Western Outdoors. This series is tailored 
around all ice anglers and offers an opportunity at big money and 
an incredible prize list. From augers to electronics to high qual-
ity outdoor gear, this tournament series offers a level playing field 
and an action-packed, fun-filled day full of giveaways, free coffee, 
Johnson’s Corner famous cinnamon rolls, and a nail biting competi-
tion that anyone can win. Whether you want to compete, learn, or 
just have fun this event is for YOU!

Will Dykstra
Senior Predator Guide
Tightline Outdoors
303-263-3783
www.tightlineoutdoors.com

 for 

THE PEANUT PLACE

Welcome Fishermen

not just great bbq

Guide 2017                                 ICE FISHING Grand County                             Page 15



Photo by John Williams





Ice Fisherman Special
3rd night FREE at Cabins & Condos


